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“The Georgian Savane in Istanbul - The most important center for researchers
of Turkish - Georgian literary relations”

Abstract

Turkish-Georgian relations have a long history. Today, Turkey is a western-oriented country with
democratic values, with which Georgia has close good-neighborly and friendly relations. The cracks
in the history of the two countries led to the similarity of the common cultural heritage, history,
literature, ethnographic existence and traditions. Today, the treasure, which has already become a
common heritage, needs to be studied, protected and presented, which is interesting for both
Georgian and Turkish researchers. Political relations between Turkey and Georgia have been
developing for centuries, and literary contacts between these two countries began only in the last
century. Georgian scientists made a correct assessment from the beginning and considered the
translation of Turkish literature to be a task of the new era. Interest in Turkish history, Turkish
language and literature has always been there in Georgia, which has not faded even today. Numerous
monographs, dissertations, articles, studies were written about the peculiarities of the Turkish
language, Turkish words introduced into the Georgian language, Turkish-Georgian literary relations.
The interest of Georgian readers in Turkish literature can be noticed especially in the last decade.
Literary critics explain the causes of this event as follows: one of the main determining factors is the
great similarity between Georgian and Turkish culture. In the work “The Georgian Savane in Istanbul
- the most important center for researchers of Turkish-Georgian literary relations”, it talks about the
educational centers built by Georgians abroad with great efforts and hard work, about their plight, as
many of them were destroyed by the famine, many valuable manuscripts were destroyed, and many
were stolen. It is the center of Georgian culture, but it is still a pleasant fact that the only exception
was the Georgian Savane in Istanbul, where philosophers, clergymen, distinguished workers of
Georgian culture and science, and many famous historical figures worked.
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“Tiirk-Giircii edebi iliskileri arastirmacilari icin cok 6nemli bir merkez -
Istanbul Giircii Ocag1”

Oz

Tiirk-Giircii iligkilerinin uzun bir tarihi vardir. Bugiin Tiirkiye, Giircistan’in yakin iyi komsuluk ve
dostane iligkilere sahip oldugu, demokratik degerlere sahip bati yonelimli bir iilkedir. iki iilke
tarihindeki yakin iligkiler, ortak kiiltiirel mirasin, tarihin, edebiyatin, etnografik varhigin ve
geleneklerin benzerligine yol a¢mistir. Giiniimiizde artik ortak bir miras haline gelen hazinenin
arastirilmasi, korunmasi ve tanitilmasi hem Tiirk hem de Giircii arastirmacilarin ilgisini cekmektedir.
Tiirkiye ile Giircistan arasindaki siyasi iliskiler yiizyillardir gelismektedir ve bu iki iilke arasindaki
edebi temaslar ancak son yiizyilda baglamistir. Giircii bilim adamlar1 bagindan itibaren dogru bir
degerlendirme yapmislar ve Tiirk edebiyatinin ¢evirisini yenicagin bir gorevi olarak gormiislerdir.
Tiirk tarihi, Tiirk dili ve edebiyatina olan ilgi Giircistan’da her diam vardi ve giinlimiizde de artarak
devam etmektedir. Tiirk dilinin 6zellikleri, Giirciiceye kazandirilan Tiirk¢e kelimeler, Tiirk-Giircii
edebi iligkileri hakkinda ¢ok sayida monografi, tez, makale, inceleme yazilmigtir. Giircii okurlarin
Tiirk edebiyatina olan ilgisi 6zellikle son on y1lda fark edilmektedir. Edebiyat elestirmenleri bu olayin
nedenlerini soyle aciklamakta: Ana belirleyici faktorlerden biri Tiirk ve Giircii kiiltiirii arasindaki
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biiyiik benzerliktir. “Tiirk-Giircii Edebi iligkileri Arastirmacilar icin cok Onemli Bir Merkez -
Istanbul Giircii Ocag1” adli calismada, Giirciilerin yurt disinda biiyiik zahmet ve emeklerle kurduklart
dil, egitim, kiiltiir merkezlerinden biri olan Istanbul Giircii Ocagrndan bahsetmektedir. Diinya
iizerinde farkh iilkelerde yer alan bu ocaklar zamanla maddi yokluk sebebiyle kapanmak zorunda
kaldi. Bu merkezlerde yazilan ve ¢ikan birgok degerli el yazmasi eser yok oldu veya calindi. Giircii
kiiltiiriiniin merkezi konumunda olan bu tek istisnai yer Istanbul’da korunmakta ve faaliyetlerine
devam etmektedir. Filozoflarin, din adamlarinin, dil, kiiltiir, edebiyat ve tarih bilimi
arastirmacilarinin ugrak noktasi Istanbul Giircii Ocagi'mn Tiirk-Giircii edebi iliskileri calismalari icin
de ¢ok 6nemli bir merkez oldugu agikardir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Giircistan, edebi iliskiler, istanbul Giircii Ocagi.
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